SO OX NEWSLETTER

WINTER 2017/2018

Local residents gain
apprenticeships
First time buyers
at Hayling Place

Shared Ownership
with Home Group

Residents update

Construction news

01

SO OX NEWSLETTER

The South Oxhey Central
apprenticeship programme

First time buyers find happy
haven at Hayling Place

The construction apprenticeship programme
has been a great success! To date, the on-site
apprenticeship programme has enabled two
local residents to gain practical experience
required to achieve professional qualification
in construction.

Nakul and his wife, Priti, have always
dreamed of owning a home, however
due to the cost of buying, they rented for
the last four years. With the Help to Buy
scheme, they have been able to get onto
the housing ladder and have bought at
Hayling Place - the first of the new homes
ready to move into as part of the South
Oxhey Initiative.

Local resident, Simon Alley, started in April as an
apprentice carpenter after seeing the opportunity
advertised in a local newspaper, and Johnny Curd,
an apprentice plumber, joined in September.
Simon Alley said that this apprenticeship offered
him “the chance to get an insight into what life is
like working in construction while also gaining
training towards a valuable qualification.”
Simon added “there is a great atmosphere on
site and I would encourage anyone considering
a career in this area to take advantage of this
exciting opportunity.”
The Leader of the Three Rivers District Council,
Cllr Sara Bedford, recently visited the site to see
the construction progress and to speak to apprentices
currently based at South Oxhey Central. The Leader
said she had enjoyed meeting the apprentices and
the walk around the sites.
Cllr Bedford said: “Three Rivers are delighted that,
directly due to the initiative, local young people
are accessing the quality apprenticeship places
provided by Countryside and Home Group.
I hope that many more local residents will apply
for future opportunities as they arise.”

Opportunities available
If you are interested in working on the South Oxhey
Central development and would like to start a career
in the construction industry, further opportunities
on the site are available. We are particularly looking
for finishing trades such as electricians, plumbers,
decorators and carpenters but also ground workers,
bricklayers and scaffolders. Our apprenticeship
scheme needs people who are committed to
working hard and who are eager to learn.

Left to right: Plamen Ivanov (Project Manager),
Ian Jarvis (Senior Construction Manager), Johnny Curd
and Simon Alley (apprentices) and Councillor Sara Bedford

Become an apprentice
The apprenticeship scheme trains those
aged 18 and above to reach the required
standard to enable the trainees to perform
a skilled role. Apprentices receive guidance
and support throughout their scheme
duration, from before their technical
studies until their ultimate qualification
and employment.

Nakul explains: “We had looked around lots of
properties but when we found Hayling Place, we
knew it was ‘the one’! Help to Buy was also a huge
consideration for us and we definitely would have
struggled to get onto the housing ladder without it.
At Hayling Place we will get the best of both worlds;
you feel like you are in the countryside with plenty of
surrounding green open space to enjoy, whilst also
benefiting from a quick commute into London.”

South Oxhey Central
– available early 2018
South Oxhey Central will be available
in early 2018 from our purpose built
sales suite with a show home on
Oxhey Drive.
In the first release, a selection of one
and two-bedroom apartments will
be available to purchase off plan,
they will be ready to move into in
summer 2018 and will be available
to purchase with the Government
backed Help to Buy Scheme.
For more information and
to register your interest visit
www.southoxheycentral.co.uk

The scheme also ensures apprentices are
given mobility from one programme to
another until the on-site qualification has
been completed. To date, the partnership
between Countryside and JBT has funded
56 apprentices across various sites, 85%
of whom have completed the programme,
qualified and secured employment.

Those who are interested are encouraged
to visit www.jbt-training.co.uk/ or go to
www.bconstructive.co.uk for further details. You can
also join by contacting Joe Brennan on 07976315763,
or Katherina Faulkner, our Community Resident Liaison,
on 07753915841 or email Katherina.Faulkner@cpplc.com

For more information on the South Oxhey Initiative and to view our previous editions of the newsletter,
log onto our new website:

www.lovesouthoxheycentral.co.uk
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Invest in your own home
with shared ownership
Home Group will offer a collection
of contemporary 1 and 2 bedroom
apartments through shared ownership
as part of the South Oxhey Initiative.
Priority will be given to those who live in the
area of redevelopment, followed by residents
currently living in social rented accommodation
locally, and then people with a connection to
Three Rivers District Council.
The scheme and the show home will be
available for viewing in early 2018.

Locals come first
For 3 months only, we are offering exclusive
viewing and reservation rights of our shared
ownership properties to local residents living
within South Oxhey before the properties
are released to the wider market.
Register your interest with Home Group
on 0800 073 0600

So, what is shared ownership?

Who are Home Group?

Shared ownership is a government backed scheme
that is designed as a stepping stone to completely
owning your own home. Buying a Home Group shared
ownership property makes you an owner-occupier,
not a part tenant.

Home Group is one of the largest Housing
Associations operating in the UK, with more
than 100,000 customers living in our 54,000
homes. With more than £3.5bn of assets and
a turnover in excess of £350m we are ambitious
and strive to be the best in our sector.

Shared ownership allows you to buy what you want
and when you can afford it, shares range between
25%-75% of the home’s value and you pay rent on
the remaining share.

Am I eligible?
In order to qualify for shared ownership there are
certain criteria which need to be met to progress
with purchasing through shared ownership.
* You must be at least 18 years old.

Our mission is to build homes,
independence and aspirations.
Home Group

*	Outside of London your annual household
income must be less than £80,000.
*	You should generally be a first time buyer,
i.e. you don’t already own a home. If you do
already own, you must be in the process of
selling it.
*	You should not be able to afford to buy
a home suitable for your housing needs on
the open market.
*	You must show you are not in mortgage
or rent arrears.
*	You must be able to demonstrate that you have
a good credit history (no bad debts or County
Court Judgements) and can afford the regular
payments and costs involved in buying a home.
*	You should have savings or to be able to easily
access at least £4,000 to cover the costs of
buying a home. This is a guideline figure.

Benefits of
shared ownership
*	You own part of your home,
rather than just paying rent
with no return.
*	You only buy what you can afford,
so you’re not stretching yourself
financially.
*	The initial buying costs are
lower and you will need a smaller
deposit than if you bought the
property outright.
*	You can buy more shares when
your financial situation allows.
For more information visit
www.helptobuy.gov.uk/sharedownership

You can still register your interest today by calling 0800 073 0600
or emailing BuyAHome@homegroup.org.uk
For more information visit www.homegroup.org.uk/find-a-home
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Phase 1 residents
make their choices

Construction news
Building progress to Maylands Road,
Hallowes Crescent and the main Site

The choice process took place over the summer,
where residents allocated to Phase 1 on Maylands
Road and Hallowes Crescent were invited to choose
some options for their new home with Katherina
from Countryside. They were provided with a choice
of kitchens, carpets and bathroom flooring.

We are providing a total of 48 social rented
new homes. Progress is as follows:
*	On Mayland Road, the scaffolds are down and
the garden and paving works are progressing.
*	On Hallowes Crescent the roof construction
is well advanced and finishing trades are
progressing internally.

Katherina spoke to Miss Barton (see image) after her
appointment to find out a bit more about her:
Q How long have you been living at South Oxhey?

The main site between Henbury Way and Bridlington
Road that will provide 84 homes is now constructed
to third floor level.

A I have lived here for 29 years.
Q Which site, and what type of property will
you be moving into?
A	I will be moving into the Maylands Road site and
it’s a 3 bedroom flat.

Ms Barton

Q How did you find the allocations process for
your new home with Home Group?
A	Home Group were very accommodating and
the process was easy. I was asked what our needs
and preferences would be. We are very happy with
what we have been offered.

 e cannot wait to move into our
W
new home with more space than
we’ve ever imagined.
Ms Barton, Maylands Road resident, South Oxhey

Q What did you think about the choices for your new home?
A	Katherina explained the process and it was quick and
easy. I thought the choices were nice and simple, and plans
to the property and kitchen were also available.
Q Are you looking forward to moving into your new home?
A 	We cannot wait to move into our new home with
more space than we’ve ever imagined. The kids cannot
wait to have some independence instead of sharing
a bedroom with mum! The children and I feel very
lucky, and we can’t wait to move into our new home.

Phase 2 residents
view plans of their
new homes
Home Group and Three Rivers District
Council held allocation interviews
for Home Group customers currently
living in blocks to the South of St
Andrew’s Road in October 2017.
These residents had the opportunity
to view detailed flat plan layouts
and make their preferred property
choices which will be decided during
the allocation process.
The Regeneration team at Home
Group will continue to engage with
residents moving to one of the new
homes on a one to one basis as the
build programme progresses.

Phase 2 construction
including the Ox Public House
Preparation works to start the first buildings in
Phase 2, located to the north of St Andrews Road,
will commence in early 2018. This will include
the Ox Pub site.
The smaller temporary car park at the rear
of the Ox Pub in Henbury Way will be closed
from the beginning of February 2018.

Hallowes Cre

scent

Station Square
Construction of the units and car park to the
north side of the square is well advanced and
the brickwork is installed to the full height.
Works have also commenced on the substation
and the first unit on the south side of the square.
In November demolition of the Rickmansworth
Sports Cars adjacent to the ESSO garage commenced.
Works to shorten the road loop within the square will
soon begin to enable the construction of the café.
Pedestrian access to Carpenders Park Station will
always be provided along with taxi and disabled
parking spaces.

If you have any queries on day-to-day building and road works, please contact
Katherina Faulkner, Community Development Liaison Officer, on 07753 915841
or email katherina.faulkner@cpplc.com Katherina is also available in the site office,
located at Bridlington Road, on Mondays and Tuesdays between 9.00am and 4.00pm.

The Community Board
has new members
We have recruited three new residents living in
the South Oxhey Initiative boundary. We still have
one vacancy for a resident and we are currently
recruiting to that position.
The Community Board are meeting bi-monthly and
any local residents wishing to attend the meetings
as an observer are welcome to come along.

Next meeting

AGM & Community Board Meeting
11th December 2017
2018 dates
12th February 9th April 11th June
13th August 8th October 10th December
All meetings take place at 7.30pm in the Main Hall of the
Watford Rural Parish on Oxhey Drive
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NEW 1 & 2 BED
APARTMENTS
LAUNCHING
SOON
REGISTER YOUR INTEREST FOR THE LAUNCH

southoxheycentral@cpplc.com
020 3909 9335

Marking the launch of the new beginning
at South Oxhey is the release of modern
design-led apartments in the heart of the
neighbourhood.
• High specification throughout as standard
• New park and landscaped public space
• New retail district at Station Square

