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New beginnings at Hallowes
Crescent and Maylands Road
It’s been a busy few months for residents living above the shops on The Parade
and St Andrews Road that are moving into their new home in Phase 1. Viewings
and moves have been taking place at Hallowes Crescent and Maylands Road
between February and March.
In February residents had the opportunity to view their
new home to measure up for furniture, curtains or
blinds. Residents were delighted with the opportunity
to view their home before moves took place and
Mr Wallington, moving to Hallowes Crescent, said:

Mr Wallington of Hallowes Crescent

I am pleasantly surprised with
my new home. It has exceeded
my expectations.

Residents meet their
new neighbours
Home Group delivered an event for
residents to meet their neighbours
and devise a Good Neighbour Agreement
to discuss an outline of what residents
thought being a good neighbour means.
All residents have signed a Good
Neighbour Agreement.

The big day arrived for residents moving into their new
homes in March. If you’ve been driving along Fairfield
Avenue, Hayling Road or Oxhey Drive in the past few
weeks, you may have spotted various removal trucks.
We hope they haven’t caused any inconvenience
to your journey. All moves will be completed by the
second week of April.
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Your first step onto the property
ladder needn’t be too steep!
You can get your feet onto the first
rung of the property ladder through
Shared Ownership and climb at a pace
that suits you!
Buying a Home Group shared ownership property
makes you an owner-occupier, not a part tenant.
Even though you pay low-cost rent on the part of
the property you have not yet bought, this rent is
used by Home Group to meet loan costs for the
original build. We have provided some questions
and answers to provide you with some information
around the shared ownership scheme.
What’s the share?
A share is typically anything between 25-75%
(subject to your affordability and status, you will
maximise your initial share).
What’s the eligibility criteria?
To meet the criteria for shared ownership, you need
to be a first time buyer (unless you have already sold
your home) and you must have a household income
of less than £90,000.
Do I need a deposit?
Of course, you still need a deposit, but the deposit
isn’t based on a percentage of the property value as
a whole, it is based on your share. Therefore, if you
buy a one bedroom apartment at South Oxhey with
a minimum of 25% share, your deposit will be just
5% of that amount. In simple terms, the total house
value is £260,000, and you buy 25% of the house
through shared ownership, your deposit, which is
typically 5% (depending on the mortgage provider),
will be just £3,250.

Shared Ownership allows people to buy
their dream home in their preferred
location - if you want to stay local, close to
your family and friends, you can, without
needing to compromise on space either.
As a government backed scheme, shared
ownership is designed as a stepping stone
to outright ownership.
To find out more about Shared Ownership:
www.homegroup.org.uk/findahome
0800 073 0600 (option 2)

Shared Ownership launches…
On Saturday 3rd February 2018, Home Group
launched 21, one and two bedroom apartments
available through the Shared Ownership scheme at
the marketing suite on Oxhey Drive.
For further information and to pre-book a viewing,
please contact the Home Group Sales Team on
0800 073 0600 (option 2) or visit our website www.homegroup.org.uk.

You can then choose to buy more shares as your
circumstances change. For example, if you get a
promotion, you might want to use the extra money
to buy more of your home, and you can do this until
you eventually become the outright owner. But
that’s all up to you.
3rd February

- Shared O wne

rship launch
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Construction news
Despite the recent inclement weather, construction works are progressing
well on all sites.
Maylands Road & Hallowes Crescent sites
We are happy to inform that Hallowes Crescent
and Maylands Road have now completed providing
48 social rented homes ranging from one bedroom
flats to four bedroom houses.
Parcel 1A site
Despite the challenges of the snow in February
works on Phase 1A site (between Henbury Way and
Bridlington Road) are continuing to make great
progress. The first occupants are expected to move
in late spring. Phase 1A will provide 84 new homes
ranging between one and two bedroom flats. The
scaffold will gradually come down over the next few
months revealing the new homes!

Parcel 1A site

Station Square site
The first retailers are expected to open soon for
trading on the northern side of Station Square.
The landscaping has progressed with street
furniture and paving installed. The southern side
of Station Square will be completed at the end of
this year. More information about Station Square
will be provided in the summer edition.
The car park to the north of Carpenders Park
station will be re-opening very soon. Access to
the station will continue to be provided during
construction works.

Phase 2 construction begins soon

Station Sq

uare

Phase 2 will be located on the Ox Pub site and to the north of St Andrews Road.
This Phase will deliver 174 new homes by the end of 2020.
Surveys and preparation works on the Ox Pub site
commenced earlier this year. The smaller temporary
carpark located at the back of the Ox Pub is expected
to close soon to allow building works to progress.
Demolition will soon begin on the buildings north of
St Andrews Road, whilst the shops along Bridlington
Road will remain open until autumn 2018.

Footpaths and Access
The shops located on the southern side of St Andrews
Road will remain open throughout the construction of
Phase 2. Furthermore all footpaths between Henbury
Way, Bridlington Road and Prestwick Road will be
maintained and remain open during construction
of Phase 2.
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Programme for the next Phase
of Works (Phase 2)
We have devised the following timetable, highlighting the upcoming planned
construction works for South Oxhey Central. If you require further information,
please see the contact details below.
Date

Activity

Spring 2018

•	Demolition commences on Phase 2 (the Ox Pub site and the block north
of St Andrews Road). Shops along Bridlington Road remain open

Summer Autumn 2018

•	84 new homes will be completed at Phase 1A (site between Henbury Way
and Bridlington Road). Construction works begin at Phase 2

Winter 2018

•	Demolition commences along Bridlington Road north of St Andrews Road

Autumn Winter 2019

•	Works commence on the new Market Square along Prestwick Avenue.
The first homes in Phase 2 will be delivered on the Ox Pub site providing
38 new social rent homes

Spring Summer 2020

• The new Market Square area and retail units along Prestwick Road complete

Autumn Winter 2020

• Building works commence on Phase 3 south of St Andrews Road
• Phase 2 completes providing 174 new homes in total

Upcoming event

More information

We will be holding a drop-in Public Exhibition
on the Phase 2 building programme on
Saturday 7th April 2018 at the Watford
Rural Parish Hall.

If you have any queries on day-today building and road works, please
contact Katherina Faulkner, Community
Development Liaison Officer on
07753 915 841 or email
katherina.faulkner@cpplc.com

Come along and meet the Project Team,
with an opportunity to view plans and ask
questions.
Want to know more?
Turn over to the back page.

Katherina is also available at the site office
located at Bridlington Road on Mondays
and Tuesdays between 9am to 4pm.
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New Homes at
Oxhey Central
New homes are now available to be
purchased off-plan at South Oxhey Central.
The sales launch was held on Saturday 27th January in
the new marketing suite located on Oxhey Drive. The
launch event also saw the unveiling of the new show
home which shows-off the specification for all the new
homes currently for sale.
This first phase offers a collection of one and twobedroom apartments on the south-western part of
the site. Designed to maximise the use of light and
space, each home features an open-plan kitchen,
dining and living area - each home also has its own
private balcony. A contemporary look has been
delivered using carefully considered colour schemes,
finishes and features and master bedrooms offer fitted
wardrobes and an en-suite bathroom.

All of the new homes can be reserved using the
government backed Help to Buy Scheme – purchasers
need a 5% deposit and the Government will provide an
interest free equity loan.
With Help to Buy purchasing a home in South Oxhey
could cost you much less than renting. With average
rents for a one-bed property in Watford now £915
per month, purchasers are finding that buying in the
area makes financial sense. Prices at South Oxhey
Central start from £287,500 for a one-bed apartment
and from £367,500 for a two-bed apartment, putting
average monthly mortgage repayments just £657 significantly cheaper than renting.

The response to the sales launch was a great success
with ten homes sold as a result of the event – which
was a testament to the popularity of the development.

Marketing Su

ite on Oxhey

The marketing suite is open every day,
for more information and to book an
appointment visit,
www.southoxheycentral.co.uk

Drive

Inside the m

arketing su

ite
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Community news
Community Events

The Community Board

After the success of last year’s Summer Fun
Day and Christmas Fun Day, Home Group and
Countryside are excited to continue supporting
Watford Rural Parish Council in their community
initiatives and look forward to attending this year’s
Summer Fun Day on Saturday 16th June.

At the Annual General Meeting (AGM) in January,
Cllr Alison Scarth was appointed as Chair for the
forthcoming year and Rob Holland, owner of Sports
& Trophies on Prestwick Road, was appointed as
Vice-Chair.

Apprenticeships – Do you want
to get involved?
We will continue to work with Joe Brennan Training
(JBT) to provide an apprenticeships programme to
enable local residents to gain practical experience
and professional qualification in construction.
If you are 18 years old and above and looking
for a career in construction please contact
Joe Brennan on 07976 315 763 or email
katherina.faulkner@cpplc.com.

Working closely with ASCEND
Countryside and Home Group are pleased
to offer support to ASCEND. We will continue
to work closely with the charity supporting
their Community Garden Project, ‘Dig Deep’,
by donating grants and materials for use on
the Community Garden Project

The Community Board welcomes residents to
come along and observe the meeting. It is an
excellent opportunity to learn about the progress
of construction, community development and
the retail units.

The next Community Board meeting
will be held at:

Watford Rural Parish Council Hall
9th April 2018
Future Community Board
meetings for 2018
11th June, 13th August, 8th October
and 3rd December
All meetings take place at 7.30pm in the Main Hall of the Watford
Rural Parish Council on Oxhey Drive.

Considerate Contractor Scheme
Countryside are proud participants in the
Considerate Constructor Scheme and follow
the Code of Considerate Practice. We care about
appearance, community, environment, and safety
of all surroundings and value our workforce.
We always welcome feedback. Please get in touch
with Katherina Faulkner if you would like to find out
more information.

Communit y

Board visit m

arketing suit

e

For more information on the South Oxhey Initiative and to view our previous editions of the newsletter,
visit our community website: www.lovesouthoxheycentral.co.uk

South Oxhey

Public Exhibition: 7th April 2018
Learn about the latest progress in South Oxhey Central
at our drop-in public exhibition.
1. Construction logistics for Phase 2 including
new market place and 174 new homes
2. Construction update on Phase 1
and on Station Square

Date:
Saturday 7th April 2018
10.00am – 2.00pm

Venue:

3. Q&A with Countryside Properties
and Home Group

Main Hall, Watford Rural
Parish Council, Oxhey Drive
Watford, WD19 7SB
A development by

