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Other retailers will include Fairfield Estates and Nisa 
Extra, who are planning to open a postal service.

Station Approach will be complete in winter 2018 
with a range of new retail and office space as well as a 
landscaped square which will offer a place to relax and 
walk through as part of the South Oxhey development. 

Countryside recently caught up with three of the 
tenants to see how they’re getting on and what they 
think about their new retail space...

Spicers Carpets & Beds

Ron Spicer has over 40 years’ experience in the carpet 
and bed industry. Originally starting with a mobile 
carpet business, Ron set up his first store in South 
Oxhey 29 years ago and runs Spicers Carpet and Beds 
with his business partner and son-in-law, Rob. Spicers 
is a family business and is committed to delivering 
customer service at its heart.

We asked Ron, what he thinks of the South Oxhey 
development as a whole, Ron said: “We like what’s 
happening in the area and how it is developing, 
everyone is excited by it. We are very happy we moved 
to the new units at Station Approach”. Ron has also 
seen the benefits first hand since he has moved into 
the new store and said “I have seen an increase in 
customers coming into the new shop, they also like  
my new shop fit out!”

Ron continued to say that: “we offer the same prices 
52 weeks a year, and we always quote our customer 
the best price. All our carpet orders also come with  
a free fitting”.

Ron & Rob invite you to visit to view their wide range of 
carpets and mattresses and look forward to meeting you!

Rustic Café & Bistro

The Rustic Café will be launched by Yasin Ozdemir 
and will be a new location for the community of South 
Oxhey to pop in for a coffee or a bite to eat. Yasin  
has over 10 years’ experience in the hospitality and 
food sector and was the owner of local favourite, 
The Red Café. Yasin also runs the popular Ickenham 
Café on Swakeley’s Road, Ickenham.

Yasin’s energy and passion has been directed towards 
creating bespoke interior design for his customers and  
a menu that suits all appetites: new additions include 
fresh Angus steak burgers. The popular full English 
breakfast is still at the forefront of the menu, which 
will be available from 6:30am every morning.

Yasin is enthusiastic about being a part of the  
new retail offering at South Oxhey and welcomes  
his neighbours. 

Yasin said: “It’s great that the area is being improved 
and bringing new people to the community. With the 
proposed new retail premises, people will no longer 
need to travel to Watford”. 

Rustic Café & Bistro plans to open its doors  
this month.

Boston Chicken

We’d like to welcome Thirunavukkarasu Ramanen, 
known as “Ram”, who is one of the longest serving 
retailers at South Oxhey, having opened his first shop 
almost 23 years ago. Ram and his business partner 
have six locally based employees who enjoy working 
at Boston Express on their quest to serve the best 
chicken in the area!

Rob Holland, Vice Chair on the South Oxhey 
Community Board (Commercial Leasee) and also  
local business owner of Northolt Sports & Trophies, 
was delighted to be invited by Ram to cut the ribbon  
at their opening ceremony. Ram is thrilled with what’s 
happening at South Oxhey and said, “I am impressed 
with what is being built and the benefits it will have on 
the area; a new life for the community, I am excited to 
see how it will evolve”. 

Countryside and Home Group wish all tenants every success in their new premises!!

Fun fact

Did you know, Boston Chicken orders  
almost 1,000 litres of mayonnaise each  
year! That’s enough mayonnaise to fill  
11 wheelbarrows!

Boston Chicken is now open. If you order 
through their website www.bostonexpress.
co.uk you will receive a 10% discount! Be sure 
to join their mailing list for other promotions 
and vouchers. We highly recommend their 
chips, they are crunch-tastic.

Countryside and Home Group are delighted 
to announce that nine retail units at Station 
Approach next to Carpenders Park railway 
station have now been completed. Boston 
Chicken and Spicers Carpets & Beds are 
open, and The Rustic Cafe & Bistro and 
Greggs are both undertaking their fit-outs 
and will shortly open.

We expect to announce the other five  
very soon!

Yasin has added his personal message  
to newsletter readers:

“Hello Local residents, we are your local 
cafe. Rustic Café will be serving up your 
finest breakfast, lunch and dinner within  
a whole new dining experience. With our 
local knowledge and our love for South 
Oxhey, we invite you to come and try the 
best of Rustic Café & Bistro.

To celebrate our new café, if you show 
this newsletter on your first visit we 
will take 10% off the total bill. We look 
forward to seeing you.”

Photo left to right: ‘Ram’ (Boston Express), Tony Read (Countryside),  

Ian Jarvis (Countryside) & Rob Holland (Vice Chair, South Oxhey Community Board)

Yasin Ozdemir of Rustic Cafe

Spicers Carpets & Beds

A limited number of retail units and office space is available for let. All enquiries should be made to the letting agent,  
Mark Liell 01799 522833

Ram’s attention to detail and professionalism means 
that he carefully selects all ingredients to make sure 
that they are always the best. One of Ram’s most 
popular options is the peri-peri chicken, which is 
marinated using a secret recipe and steamed to 
provide a full and flavoursome taste. Ram doesn’t only 
serve chicken… their pizza is a must try and is baked 
using fresh bases and top-quality ingredients. 
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Cristina and her husband Ovidiu cannot wait to get 
their keys so that they can move into their new home. 
Buying through shared ownership at South Oxhey 
Central, Cristina and Ovidiu were able to purchase 
25% (£83,750) of a two bedroom apartment with  
a full market value of £335,000.

Taking their first step on the property ladder,  
they purchased this apartment after years of renting 
not too far from the development. Cristina says;  

“My husband and I were keen to get on the property 
ladder before house prices increased and in our 
opinion Watford is one of the best areas to live in  
as there are great transportation links into London,  
a variety of parks and pubs to choose from, a shopping 
centre with all the shops you could ask for along the 
high street and most importantly it’s a safe area to live.

Having viewed South Oxhey at just the right moment 
in our lives, we were attracted to the design, layout 
and its location and the ability to purchase a property 
that ticked all of our boxes through the affordable 
shared ownership route was a bonus.”

The second phase of the development will include  
a total of 174 new homes, 48 of which - ranging from  
1, 2 and 3 bedroom properties - will be allocated to 
existing Home Group residents living along Bridlington 
Road, St Andrews Road, The Parade and Pennard House.

Home Group held allocation meetings at the end of 
last year and residents had the opportunity to view 
plans for the layouts of the new homes. All offers of 
accommodation were confirmed by the Regeneration 
Team in April.

The new homes are anticipated to be completed in early 
2020, by which time we currently anticipate moving 
residents allocated to Phase 2.  

We will continue to update residents with information 
around the build programme and we will be holding 
residents’ choice session next year, where all residents 
will get the opportunity to choose their kitchen, 
carpets and bathroom flooring from a range of options. 

Sales of new homes are going well at South Oxhey 
Central with demand high as ever now that the homes 
are nearly ready to move into. Most homes in the first 
two blocks are now sold, and we have a number of 
homes available in the final building of Phase 1.

The government-backed Help to Buy scheme remains 
popular, helping first-time buyers onto the property 
ladder. Using the Help to Buy scheme, buyers need a  
5% deposit. The government provides a 20% interest-
free equity loan which means that purchasers only  
need to raise a mortgage for 75% of the property value.

Over the past six weeks, the Sales Team have been 
hosting a series of events to help people through  
the process of buying their First Home.

New homes at South Oxhey

The ability to purchase a 
property that ticked all of our 
boxes through the affordable 
shared ownership route was  
a bonus.

Allocation meeting

A bedroom in the new homes at South Oxhey

Inside a shared ownership property

A bathroom in the new homes at South Oxhey

We’re pleased to announce that all shared 
ownership units at South Oxhey are now sold,  
the majority of which to people currently renting  
in WD19 and surrounding postcodes.

First Time Buyer Event 
The First Time Buyer Event was held on 
Saturday 16th June and was well attended, 
with an opportunity to speak to the team as 
well as having a panel of financial and legal 
experts on hand. The Financial Advisors 
explained Help to Buy in more depth and 
advised on the different types of mortgages 
available and which was most suitable for 
individuals. The Legal Team explained the 
home buying process and the different 
stages involved. 

Bank of Mum and Dad Event
The Sales Team also hosted a ‘Bank of 
Mum and Dad Event’ on Saturday 2nd June, 
specifically targeted at people who may 
be buying their home with some financial 
assistance from their family. The family 
groups were able to talk about different 
mortgages available and were able to apply 
for The Bank of Mum and Dad cashback 
scheme offered by Countryside – a reward  
to those who were helping with the deposits 
on their family members new homes.

A selection of one and two-bedroom 
homes are available to move into this 
summer. Prices start from £272,500.

To find out more about Help to Buy  
or South Oxhey Central, come  
and visit us today on Oxhey Drive,  
visit www.southoxheycentral.co.uk 
or call 020 3909 9335.
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Construction News Community news

For more information on the South Oxhey Initiative and to view our previous editions of the newsletter,  
visit our community website: www.lovesouthoxheycentral.co.uk

We have a new Community Liaison Officer, Kymberly Ashman. If you have any queries in relation to regeneration 
works, please contact Kymberly on 07585 135 029 or email Kymberly.Ashman@cpplc.com. Kymberly is located  

at our site offices on Mondays and Tuesdays from 10.00 am – 5.00pm.

Parcel 1A

Works on the Phase 1A site (between Henbury Way 
and Bridlington Road) are continuing to make great 
progress. The scaffold has now come down on most 
blocks revealing the new homes. 

Phase 1A will provide 84 new homes ranging between 
one and two-bedroom flats. The first occupants are 
expected to move in shortly.

The public footpath from Henbury Way to Bridlington 
Road has been re-aligned to make way for the new 
entrance into the next phase on the site of the Ox Pub. 

Station Approach

The first two retailers have now opened for trading 
on the northern side of Station Approach and two 
retailers are fitting out their units.

The cladding has completed to the central pavilion 
building and works are progressing well on the blocks 
on the southern side.

The car park to the north of Station Approach has 
been re-opened to the public and access to the station 
will continue to be provided during the construction 
works. Station Approach will be completed by the end  
of this year. 

Ann Shaw Garden

The former gardens situated by Henbury Way  
road has been transformed into a more friendly  
and useable area. 

The open space features a new childrens’ play  
area which is surrounded with grass, seating and 
additional trees. 

The park has been named ‘Ann Shaw Garden’, in 
memory of the late Cllr Ann Shaw, former Leader of 
the Council. Cllr Ann Shaw contributed significantly 
to the community and was committed to her role 
as a member of the Council to help the people she 
represented. Among many achievements, Cllr Shaw 
was dedicated to protecting the environment and set 
up a network of playgrounds throughout the district 
and leisure facilities to cater for young people. 
 

 
The eastern part of the park, which has been turned 
into a temporary car park for the duration of the 
development, will be transformed into a public open 
space at the completion of the development in 2022. 

Community Fun Day 

This year’s Community Fun Day, held on Saturday  
16th June, was very well attended by many South 
Oxhey residents. There were plenty of activities for 
people to enjoy - including Bungee Fly, an inflatable 
castle, face painting, balloon designs and a raffle. 
Refreshments were offered in the Parish Hall, while 
a DJ and local choir entertained the community with 
a variety of songs. In total, £1,722 was raised for the 
Food Bank and Peace Hospice.

Watford Rural Parish Council would like to thank 
everyone who generously donated and attended 
the event.

Countryside visit Oxhey Wood 
Primary School 
On Monday 20th March Countryside attended an 
assembly to speak to children about Health and 
Safety on a building site. The young people were very 
engaged and took part in a question & answer session 
and were given activity books to take away. A drawing 
competition is currently taking place with Oxhey Wood 
Primary School and the winners will be announced 
shortly. We plan to display the drawings on the phase  
2 hoarding this summer.

Building work on Phase 1A site

Station Approach

The local choir performing at the community fun day

Phase 2

Phase 2 is located over two sites, The Ox 
Pub site and to the north of St Andrews 
Road. This Phase will deliver 174 new homes 
by the end of 2020. The current progress  
is as follows:

• The Ox Pub has now been demolished.

•  Hoarding works to the north block along 
St Andrews Road and Fairfield Road are 
complete and demolition will begin shortly.

•  The shops along Bridlington Road will 
remain open until autumn 2018.

•  The shops located on the southern side 
of St Andrews Road will remain open 
throughout the construction of Phase 2. 

•  A pedestrian walkway along the west 
side of Prestwick Road will be maintained 
during the construction of Phase 2.

The formal opening of the gardens took 
place on Saturday the 30th of June and 
was attended by family members of Cllr 
Ann Shaw as well as local Councillors. 

Ann Shaw Garden
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Apprenticeships

The Community Board  

The South Oxhey Initiative Community Board 
(SOICB) has been established to promote the 
interests of residents of South Oxhey throughout 
the development. The Board is made up of elected 
councillors, the regeneration partners (Countryside 
and Home Group) and a number of tenants, 
leaseholders and retailers. 

Being a member of the Community Board you will  
be able to promote the interests of the South Oxhey 
community and help make a difference to where you 
live, and to have the opportunity to raise development 
queries working in partnership with Home Group  
and Countryside project team. 

We are really keen for local people to be involved  
in the South Oxhey Community Board. 

If you are interested in joining the Board, you can view 
the catchment area maps on our community website: 
http://www.lovesouthoxheycentral.co.uk/ 
community-apprenticeships/

The Community Board also welcomes residents to 
come along and observe the meeting. It is an excellent 
opportunity to learn about the progress of construction, 
community development and the retail units.

Next meeting Future meetings

Community  
Board Meeting  
13th August 2018

7.30pm in the Main 
Hall of the Watford 
Rural Parish Council 
on Oxhey Drive

Community  
Board Meeting  
8th October 2018

Community  
Board Meeting  
3rd December 2018

Do you want to get involved?

We continue to work with Joe Brennan Training ( JBT) 
to provide an apprenticeships programme to enable 
local residents to gain practical experience and 
professional qualification in construction. 

The programme has been a great success. To date, 
the on-site apprenticeship programme has enabled 
three local residents to complete the apprenticeship 
programme and secured full-time positions at the 
South Oxhey project.

 
 
If you are 18 years old and would like to start a career 
in the construction industry, further opportunities  
on the site are available. 

Apprentice opportunities are advertised via Joe Brennan 
Training, Ascend, notice boards, community newsletter 
and the Oxhey OWL page. Contact Joe Brennan on 
07976315763 or visit www.bconstructive.co.uk.

Apprentices on site with Ian Jarvis (Countryside)


